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Message from Ken Bernard, Yad Ezra President
This Purim, our community joined together in a new program, Purim Pasta Sh
-Up, spearheaded by our Vice President, Nancy Kleinfeldt. Congregations ac
the metropolitan area substituted pasta boxes for the usual graggers during t
Megilla readings. The noise was t
the spirit was different, as we were reminded of the hungry among us, who

_would not be receiving Mishloah Manot, and would not be partaking of a Seu-
from é&gath purim. Better still, we were reminded that we had the power to do something about their

Ko s h e r hunger, as participants donated almost 2,000 pounds of pasta to Yad Ezra.

'Yad Ezra

Feeding the Jewish Hungry

Lett er

oYad Ezr a

This letter is to thank you for the ca This was another manifestation of one of our most important traditions. The Talmud teaches

you gave me recently, when you he that All of Israel is responsible for one anoth&rKol Yisrael Arevim Ze LazeWith Purim Pasta

enter the required aata for the Bridg g ake Up, twentyour area congregations and organizations representing different slices of the

card. Also, thank you for the food y ish : ibuted. Yad E id duit th h which Ref c

gave me that same day. Jewish community contributed. Yad Ezra provides a conduit through which Reform, Conserva-
tive, Orthodox, Reconstructionist, Humanist (did | forget anyone?) and otherwise unaffiliated

Best of everything to each of you ar Jews work together to provide for our needy.

/116 . )
rou a © We see this every week at Yad Ezra, when our corps of more than one hundred fifty volunteers

Since November 2007, Yad Ezra help our clients select and take home their monthly allotment of food, but this week was special.
partnered with MiCafe (Michigan Cool Why was this week different from other weeks? We began preparations for Pesach, starting
nated Access to Food for the Elderly \yith 3 food boxing assembly line that prepared kosher for Passover packages for distribution.
register Oakland County seniors (6W | eh d al ith the JCRC (Jewish C itv Relati c i Child Nutriti
for the SNAP (Supplemental Nutrit W€ also cehosted, along with the - (Jewish Community Relations Council), a Child Nutrition
Assistance Program), formerly knowr Seder, led by Rabbi Pinson of Friendship Circle, to raise awareness of the specific needs for food
food stamps. Yad Ezra volunteers gssistance for 18 million+ children living in the US. Following that, we distributed the Pesach
Iri‘iped provide approximately 100 fa f50q packages to our clients. We saw more than eleven hundred families in our warehouse in

' just two days, and made deliveries to several hundred more throughout the week.
Many thanks to Yad Ezra volunteers
Berkhal, Karen Gluckson and Jenni N
who continue to participate in this effol

As we celebrated our Seders together, we were reminded of our responsibility for each other.
This is the glue that has held our community together for thousands of years. We should each

ceennenes e 0 What we can to exercise that responsibility.
AR R
I hope that your Pesach was happy and healthy.

Web postings from Yad Ezra
volunteers:

OYad Ezra continues to represent the
best in non-profit organizations in a
community that really needs help.
Detroit suffers through high unem-
ployment, [and] | have witnessed
first-hand the wonderful way Yad
Ezra distributes food in an organized
manner while helping to build the

Happy 20th anniversary
Yad Ezra!!

Message from Danielle DePriest, JCRC/Yad Ezra Intern

self esteem of the recipients. Yad Over the past few months, [ dve h ppo
Ezra also encourages studentsand countl ess intelligent and dedica vid
their parents throughout the commu- ger Fell ow, eliciting t he quest.i t d
nity to participate in fundraising and ger Fell ow at Yad Ezra?b Workin Ez

food distribution activities, making
Yad Ezra a community building or-
gani zation as

oOWhat |1 0dve
experience with Yad Ezra is the
knowledge that you are truly helping
the less fortunate and can see and

stepped through its doors, | became immediately energized by the imme
we | | reach of this organization and its grasp on the true lifeblood of our comm

Danielle and Rabbi
Yisroel Pinson at Child

nity. Hunger in America is a political condition; Yad Ezra strives to remove

enj oy e dthgqpltics fpmhyngerip,our community and see to it that all have access to the nutritious
food we are all entitled to.

At Yad Ezra | have had the opportunity to expand the reach of our online marketing and organize

hear their appr ecigdodrful eBlucational advocacy program with our Child Nutrition Seder. My work with Yad Ezra
has shown me that there are not only an endless number of individuals in our community in
5As a volunteer aneedaf ﬁpgd assistancey Byt glso endless routes and opportunities through which to expand

| have found Yad Ezra to be one of
the most successful organizations |
have

access to and availability of such food.

preparation and mailing * of .this .new

encounter ed. o know that my work with Yad Ezra will not finish with my fellowship but rather, | will continue to

. volunteer with and maintain my ties to Yad Ezra, as the powerful impact this organization has on
‘Special thanks to-Jeff-Katz and Robert . . . . .
¢ tfur community actively illustrates a fulfillment of Tikkun Olam.
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Purim Pasta ShakeUp
Event!

Twenty four synagogues,
schools and organizations col-
lected boxes of pasta following
the holiday of Purim to donate
to Yad Ezra.

Sincere thanks to:
Shaarey Zedek

Jewish Parents Institute
Young Israel of Oak Park
ATID

BBYO

Adat Shalom

Woodward Avenue Shul
Shir Tikvah

Young Israel of Southfield
Beth Ahm

Shomrey Emunah

Akiva Hebrew Day School

Bais Chabad West Bloomfield
Bais Chabad Commerce
Temple Israel

Aish HaTorah

GRAH Shul

Birmingham Bloomfield Chai
Center

Bais Chabad North Oak Park
Bdnai Mo s he

Shir Shalom

Beth Shalom

Metro Detroit Hillel

Make good use of
leftover Passover

food fi donate it to

Yad Ezral!

Yad Ezra Antes-Up for Hunger

For the fifth year, Yad Ezra echairs, Nancy Kleinfeldt and Amy Schlussel has
organized a fun filled night of Tex
schmoozing. Special thanks to the many committee members who helped wit
decorations, food, prizes, games and PR. Thanks also to the dealers and all t
dedicated volunteers who worked on setp, registration, cleanup, game, prize
and financial monitoring to make this event a great success!

ﬁM”

Yad Ezrads | eadership is very grateful to the fol
David Aronow and Lisa and Scott Stern
Pegasus Entertainment

AnglerWeb.com and MachineTools.com, Penny and Harold Blumenstein,
Merrill Lynch Bloomfield Hills, Miller Canfield Paddock and Stone, Center for Yoga, Cohen, Lerner & Rabi-
nowitz, PC, FranchiseSforSale.com and AllerDine.com, Nancy and Jim Grosfeld, The Kleinfeldt Family,
Niche Retalil, Allison and Harry Parr, PaySimple, Rottman, Kingston & Neuvirth PC, Schechter Wealth,
Scrapbuck.com and Specialties Showrooms

Proceeds from the event were used to help fund our Lunch Assistance program that provides nutritious
lunches for day school students from low income families.

Message from one of Yad Ezrads

As indicated in this newsletter, February marked the 2anniversary of Yad Ezra.
one of those of who merited to be a part of the beginning of this organization, | be
lieve that our current operations, although much larger in scope, reflect the early
days and the vision of the founders. | am intentionally omitting the names of those
who originally started the organization as there were so many who played an integtc
role in the early success of Yad Ezra. My mother, Jeannette Eizelman, O.B.M., our first executive director
woul d always say as we encountered each crisis (w
come forward to save the day. Throughout our 20
truly a creation of the entire mosaic of the entire Detroit Jewish Community. Individuals from all degrees

of religious observance recognized the need and created a grass roots agency that, to this day, numbers in

the thousands, considering volunteers, donors and other supporters.

There were many times in which food distributed was purchased the night before in retail grocery stores
with money raised literally hours before the purchase. Then, as today, we never turned anyone away and
treated each client with utmost dignity and respect. As the years progressed, the day to day struggles of
fund raising and purchasing food were replaced by the need to expand services and to offer an ever grow-
ing array of perishable and nonperishable food an
and warehouse of Yad Ezra is a far cry from the small basement distribution office where we began. Al-
though we look a lot different today than we did 20 years ago, our clients are still paramount, our volun-
teers are still the backbone of our operation and my father, Seymore Eizelman, is still working with our
clients. Each one of you reading this article should feel proud that, in your own way, no matter how long
your association with Yad Ezra, you are part of an amazing chessed organization which has distributed
over 12,000,000 pounds of kosher food to the needy in our community.

Child Nutrition Seder at Yad Ezra

Yad Ezra and JCRC (Jewish Community Relations Councltpsted a Child ¥
Nutrition Seder coordinated by Danielle DePriest, the JCRC/ Yad Ezra inte
using a hagaddah created by MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger that
addresses childhood hunger in the U.S. Rabbi Yisroel Pinson led the Sed€
which was attended by: Congressman Gary Peters and Oakland County Com-
missioners Marcia Gershenson, Steven Schwartz and Helaine Zack. In addition representatives from
the offices of Congressman John Dingell and Senator Carl Levin attended. MAZON Chairman, Joel
Jacob blew the Shofar for the 40 attendees as a call for awareness about the growing problem of
childhood hunger. Currently, there are 18 million children in the U.S. who suffer from hunger.




Kudos Corner

Yad Ezra is fortunate to have the support of many individuals, businesses,
synagogues, schools and organizations. Many thanks to the following for the
recent efforts on our behalf:

I To Jonathan Radner for his donation to Yad Ezra in honor of his be-
coming a Bar Mitzvah

i To Bernie Jonas for helping pick up the toys donated by GoodFellows
in Detroit

To the CGI Club in Lansing for the donation of Chanukah gifts

Save the Date! October 11, 2010

To Caribou Coffee in West Bloomfield for collecting coffee and canned | .
goods for Yad Ezra during the month of February Yad Ezra Annual Fundraiser
Margot and Jerry Halperin,

I To Noah Eaton, a first grader from Gretchko Elementary School who
2010 Honorees

wants to support Yad Ezra
Penny and Harold Blumenstein
Beverly and Arthur Liss

_ - _ Jane and D. Larry Sherman
9 To Congregation Shir Tikvah for hosting an Empty Bowls program and Dinner Cochairpeople

sending the proceeds to Yad Ezra

I To Adin Kleinfeldt, who is raising funds through his fundraising page
on firstgiving

1 To the Hillel 2nd graders for touring Yad Ezra and working in the war BWaIk for Hunger!
house Sunday, May 2nd, anti hunger activists
) . will have the o to
T To members of Young Israel of S_outhfleld for collecting fundsfrom [t 51 k¢ to raise Z\F/)v y and
their Super Bowl party and donating them to Yad Ezra Yad Ezra and other hunger relief agen
f  To the Lester Family (Nicole, Matt, Eliah and Asa) for donating dozen$'es:
of fresh eggs from their lifestyle farm in Charlevoix Church World Service (an ecumenical
. . _| organization dedicated to raising funds
T Tq AJE and the participants of the Tzedakah Experience for\the dona+or hunaer relief will hold its annual
tion to Yad Ezra from the 0ChangRkindddntonnTFarmington? Yad 9
f  To Zemans and Bake Station Bakeries who continue to provide us witIE Zdrca " Bda qu'hw ISnI C eAn Al e
donated bread, rolls and pastries for our clients to enjoy 0od Cupboard and The Salvation Ar
are local recipients of raised funds. Fg
T To Shaarrey Zedekodos Sister hood |moteinfo,tpléase cantachMary Biedre dona
at (248) 848-1750.
1 To Marty Greenberg for the donation of janitorial supplies (248)
9 To Marina Bassin for all of her time and effort on behalf of Yad Ezra
A letter received to commem
1 To Alan Emmers, owner of Preferred Brands, Forgotten Harvest and S e wET oA e
s . y é
Gleaners Community Food Bank for the large donation of produce
distributed to our clients for Passover (Dear Yad Ezra,
To the Jewish Federation of Metro Detroit for the donation of Shalach! dondét i ve in your state bt

more than 18 years. During all those years | [have]
heard wonderful things about your place from my rela-
1 To Temple Beth El for including Yad Ezra in its Party Planning Show- tives who are fortunate to live in Detroit.

case | know that it is in the blood of Jewish people to help

To all the volunteers who helped with the Passover Distribution each other, to be there when it is most needed. One
of the characteristics of Jewish people is lending a

A HIGH FIVE TO BERNIE PHILLIPS, YAD EZRA WAREHOUSE SU- hand, and the name of your place proves this point.
PERVISOR , FOR ENABLING US TO HOLD 3 EVENTS OVER ON \y/hat you do for Jewish people, including a great many

WEEKEND PLUS ORGANIZING of New Americans, plays a tremendous role in their
THE WAREHOUSE FOR PASS- lives.
OVER DISTRIBUTIION AND DE- .
May the Almighty grant those who keep the program
LIVERIES ; -
alive good health, peace and tranquility for many
years to come.
May Yad Ezra prosper from vy

Manot for our clients







