CPA Sample Letter to Congress

Date  
Dear Senator ________ /Representative ________

On behalf of the [insert your organization’s name], I urge you to support a strong investment in the Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act. As negotiations proceed on the Reauthorization bill, our community hopes that you will be an advocate for America’s more than 17 million hungry children, pushing for the highest possible funding levels and expanding access for the country’s poorest children.

Congress has a unique opportunity in the upcoming reauthorization of the child nutrition programs to improve access, meal quality, and nutrition for millions of children, particularly those in low-income communities. It is our belief that a well-balanced feeding and nutrition program can make a significant difference in a child’s life—improving their health, education, sense of security, and in the end, their future. The Jewish community urges Congress to support a robustly funded Child Nutrition Reauthorization Bill with at least $1 billion per year in additional funding, for the next five years. In addition, we ask that you remove barriers to access and participation for underserved children and communities. Significant new investments in these programs would represent a strong down payment on President Obama’s goal to eliminate child hunger in America by 2015.

The organized Jewish community has long demonstrated a commitment to ending hunger. Our faith informs this tradition as our oral law teaches, “Do not neglect the children of the poor, for from them will go forth the law” (Nedarim 81a). This mandate reflects that ending child hunger is not only a moral imperative; it is an economic imperative. Child poverty is estimated to cost the United States over $500 billion/year, as hungry kids are more prone to have health problems, less likely to succeed in school and work, and more likely to end up in the criminal justice system.

Leading pediatrician Dr. Deborah Frank has said, “Economies are written first on children's bodies before they're written in the indicators." While we recognize that this is a tight budget year, failure to invest in Child Nutrition Programs now will have lasting impact on eligible children who cannot access these programs. Failure to commit the necessary resources will leave millions of children out of programs which have proved so successful in getting nutritious food, health services, and educational enrichment activities to disadvantaged kids across the country.

When the history of this recession is written, we hope it will read: “In 2010, recognizing the moral and economic imperative of ending child hunger, Representative ___ /Senator _____ led an effort to make historic new investments in child nutrition programs.” We want to be your partners in writing that history.

Thank you for your consideration,

[Name] [Title], [Organization]
